Ulceration and necrosis of vocal cords in hospital and unexpected child deaths.
Lesions are described in the vocal cords of an unselected group of 91 infants dying as "cot deaths", 11 stillbirths and 107 infants and children dying from conventional diseases. The lesions have been classified into six types. After allowances for the effects of intubation, the same incidence and type of change was present in all but the stillbirths. This argues against them being a specific pathogenic mechanism confined to the cot death situation. The aetiology and pathogenesis are unexplained but indicate the existence of an unsuspected laryngeal disorder that merits further study in mechanism leading to child death.